Mis-Quotations in the Arabic Text of the Qur’an?
Compiled by Barry Peters
Muslims often say: “There are four gospels. Which one is the correct one?” Here is a response.
The Qur’an contains many parallel accounts of specific events, including:
• Adam’s creation, the first sin and Satan’s fall (2:30-39; 7:11-25; 15:28-43; 17:61-65;
18:50; 20:116-123; and 38:71-85),
• the story of Noah (7:59-64; 11:25-49; 23:23-30),
• Abraham and idol-worshippers (21:51-71; 26:70-82; 29:16-18, 24,25; 37:83-98),
• the story of Lot (11:77-83;15:61-75; 26:160-175; 27:54-58; 29:28-35),
• Moses’ childhood (20:38-40; 28:7,11-13),
• Moses and the burning bush (20:9 -24; 27:7-14; 28:29-35),
• Moses, Pharaoh and the sorcerers (7:103-126; 20:65-73; 26:41-68; 44:17-32; 79:15-26),
• Instructions to the people of Israel (2:58,59; 7:161-162),
• the birth of John the Baptist (3:38-41; 19:1-15),
• the birth of Jesus (3:42-48; 19:16-34).
These passages differ in many details, but the comparisons below concentrate on direct speech quotes
only.
Variant “direct speech” quotations from the same incidents:
The parallel verses below describe the same events. They were unique, discrete historical occasions
(Allah sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden only once, Allah met Moses at the burning bush only
once, etc.). Thus there is only one possibility of what actually happened. However in different suras
of the Qur’an we find two or three versions of the same dialogue between those present. Since these
are all ‘direct speech’ quotations, we would expect them to be identical, but the quotes differ. What
did the speaker actually say? Which one is correct?

1) Allah speaks about the creation of Adam
15:28 Behold! Thy Lord said to the angels: "I
am about to create man from sounding clay
from mud molded into shape

38:71 Behold! Thy Lord said to the angels: "I am
about to create man from clay

إِ ْذ َقا َل َر ُّبكَ لِ ْل َملَائِ َك ِة إِنِّي َخالِ ٌق َبشَ راً َوإِ ْذ َقا َل َر ُّبكَ لِ ْل َملاَئِ َك ِة إِنِّي َخالِ ٌق
ٍ َبشَ راً ِّمن َص ْل َص ٍال ِّم ْن َح َم ٍٕا َّم ْس ُن
ون
ٍِمن ِطين
2) Allah’s command to the angels regarding Adam
2:34 “Bow down to Adam”

15:29 “Fall (you) down prostrating yourselves
unto him.”

ٱ ْس ُجدُواْ لا ٓ َد َم

ِ َف َق ُعواْ لَ ُه َس
اج ِد َين

3) Allah’s instructions to Adam and Eve
2:35 “O Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the
garden and eat of the bountiful things therein
as ye will, but approach not this tree.”

نت َو َز ْو ُجكَ الْ َج َّن َة
َ ََٔيا آ َد ُم ْاس ُك ْن ا
َوكُلا َ ِم ْن َها َر َغداً َح ْي ُث ِش ْئ ُت َما َو َلا
َت ْق َر َبا َهـ ِذ ِه الشَّ َج َر َة

7:19 “O Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the
garden and eat therein as ye will, but approach
not this tree.”

نت َو َز ْو ُجكَ الْ َج َّن َة
َ ََٔو َيا آ َد ُم ْاس ُك ْن ا
َف ُكلا َ ِم ْن َح ْي ُث ِش ْئ ُت َما َو َلا َت ْق َر َبا َهـ ِذ ِه
الشَّ َج َر َة

4) Allah ejects Adam and Eve from Paradise
7:24 He said: “Get ye down, one of you an
enemy to another; and for you on the earth
there shall be a habitation and provision for
a season.”

20:123 He said: “Get ye down from it all
together one of you an enemy to another; but if
as is sure there comes to you from Me
guidance whosoever follows My guidance
will not lose his way nor fall into misery.

ض َع ُد ٌّو َولَ ُك ْم
ٍ ض َقا َل ا ْه ِب ُطواْ َب ْع ُض ُك ْم لِ َب ْع
ٍ َقا َل ا ْه ِب َطا ِم ْن َها َج ِمي ًعا َب ْع ُض ُك ْم لِ َب ْع
ٍض ُم ْس َت َق ٌّر َو َم َتا ٌع إِلَى ِحين
ِ َع ُد ٌّو َف ِٕا َّما َيأْتِ َي َّن ُكم ِّم ِّني ُهدًى َف َمنِ ات ََّب َع ِفي الا َٔ ْر
ُهدَا َي َفلَا َي ِض ُّل َو َلا َي ْشقَى
5) Noah’s speech to his people
7:59 We sent Noah to his people. He said: “O
my people! Serve Allah! Ye have no other
god but Him. Verily I fear for you the
punishment of a dreadful day!

11:25,26 We sent Noah to his people: “I have
come to you as a plain warner: that ye serve
none but Allah. Verily I fear for you the
punishment of a grievous day.”

ُوحا إِلَى َق ْو ِم ِه َفقَا َل َيا َق ْو ِم
ً لَ َق ْد أَ ْر َس ْل َنا ن
ا ْع ُبدُواْ اللَّ َه َما لَ ُكم ِّم ْن إِلَـ ٍه َغ ْي ُر ُه إِن َِّي
اب َي ْو ٍم َع ِظي ٍم
ُ أَ َخ
َ اف َع َل ْي ُك ْم َع َذ

ُوحا إِلَى َق ْو ِم ِه إِنِّي لَ ُك ْم
ً َولَ َق ْد أَ ْر َس ْل َنا ن
نَ ِذي ٌر ُّم ِبي ٌن أَن لا َّ َت ْع ُبدُواْ إِلا َّ اللّ َه إِن َِّي
اب َي ْو ٍم أَلِي ٍم
ُ أَ َخ
َ اف َع َل ْي ُك ْم َع َذ

6) Allah’s instructions to Noah
11:37 Build the ark under Our eyes and Our
Revelation; and address Me not regarding those
that have done wrong; verily the y are to be
drowned.

23:27 Build the ark under Our eyes and Our
Revelation; then when Our command comes
and the oven boils over, make a way for two
of every pair, and your household except
those of them against whom there hath
already gone forth the word; and address Me
not regarding who have done wrong; verily they
are to be drowned.

اص َن ِع الْ ُف ْلكَ بِأَ ْع ُي ِن َنا َو َو ْح ِي َنا َو َلا
ْ اص َن ِع الْ ُف ْلكَ بِأَ ْع ُي ِن َنا َو َو ْح ِي َنا َف ِٕا َذا َجاء َو
ْ
أَ ْم ُرنَا َو َفا َر ال َّت ُّنو ُر َف ْاسلُ ْك ِف َيها ِمن كُ ٍّل تُ َخ ِاط ْب ِني ِفي الَّ ِذ َين َظ َل ُمواْ إِنَّ ُهم
َز ْو َج ْينِ ا ْث َن ْينِ َوأَ ْه َلكَ إِ َّلا َمن َس َب َق َع َل ْي ِه ُّمغ َْرقُو َن
الْ َق ْو ُل ِم ْن ُه ْم َو َلا تُ َخ ِاط ْب ِني ِفي الَّ ِذ َين
َظ َل ُموا إِنَّ ُهم ُّمغ َْرقُو َن
7) Abraham questions his father and his people
21:52 Behold he said to his
father and his people: “What
are these images to which you
are devoted?”

إِ ْذ َقا َل لِأَبِي ِه َو َق ْو ِم ِه َما
َه ِذ ِه ال َّت َماثِي ُل الَّ ِتي أَن ُت ْم
لَ َها َعا ِكفُو َن

26:71 Behold he said to his
father and his people: “What
do you worship?”

37:85 Behold he said to his
father and his people: “What
is that which you worship?”

إِ ْذ َقا َل لِأَبِي ِه َو َق ْو ِم ِه َما
َت ْع ُبدُو َن

إِ ْذ َقا َل لِأَبِي ِه َو َق ْو ِم ِه َما َذا
َت ْع ُبدُو َن

8) Abraham’s people justify their idol worship
21:53 They said: “We found our fathers
worshipping them.”

َقالُوا َو َج ْدنَا آ َباءنَا لَ َها َعابِ ِد َين

26:74 They said: “No, but we found our fathers
doing this.”

َقالُوا َب ْل َو َج ْدنَا آ َباءنَا َك َذلِكَ َي ْف َعلُو َن

9) The angels’ instructions to Lot
11:81 Now travel with thy family while yet a
part of the night remains and let not any of you
look back: except thy wife: to her will happen
what happens to the people.

15:65 “Then travel with thy family while yet a
part of the night remains and do thou bring up
the rear: let no one amongst you look back but
pass on whither ye are ordered.”

َفأَ ْس ِر بِأَ ْهلِكَ بِ ِق ْط ٍع ِّم َن اللَّ ْيلِ َو َلا
َفأَ ْس ِر بِأَ ْهلِكَ بِ ِق ْط ٍع ِّم َن اللَّ ْي ِل َواتَّ ِب ْع
أَ ْد َبا َر ُه ْم َو َلا َي ْل َت ِف ْت ِمن ُك ْم أَ َح ٌد َوا ْم ُضواْ َي ْل َت ِف ْت ِمن ُك ْم أَ َح ٌد إِلا َّ ا ْم َرأَ َتكَ إِنَّ ُه
ُم ِص ُيب َها َما أَ َصا َب ُه ْم
َح ْي ُث تُ ْؤ َم ُرو َن
10) Moses sees the burning bush
20:10 He said to his family:
“Wait! Verily, I have seen a
fire, perhaps I may bring you
from there some burning
brand, or find some guidance
at the fire.”

27:7 when Musa (Moses) said
to his household: “Verily! I
have seen a fire, I will bring
you from there some
information, or I will bring
you a burning brand, that
you may warm yourselves.”

وسى لِا َٔ ْه ِل ِه إِنِّي َفقَا َل لِا َٔ ْهلِ ِه ا ْم ُك ُثوا إِنِّي
َ إِ ْذ َقا َل ُم
آن َْس ُت نَا ًرا َسآتِي ُكم ِّم ْن َها آن َْس ُت نَا ًرا لَّ َعلِّي آتِي ُكم
ٍ بِ َخ َب ٍر أَ ْو آتِي ُكم بِ ِش َه
س أَ ْو أَ ِج ُد َع َلى
ٍ اب ِّم ْن َها بِق ََب
ال َّنا ِر ُهدًى
س لَّ َعلَّ ُك ْم َت ْص َطلُو َن
ٍ َق َب

28:29 He said to his family:
“Wait, Verily I have seen a
fire; perhaps I may bring you
from there some information,
or a branch from the fire that
you may warm yourselves.”

َقا َل لِا َٔ ْه ِل ِه ا ْم ُك ُثوا إِنِّي
آن َْس ُت نَا ًرا لَّ َعلِّي آتِي ُكم
ِّم ْن َها بِ َخ َب ٍر أَ ْو َج ْذ َو ٍة ِم َن
ال َّنا ِر لَ َعلَّ ُك ْم َت ْص َطلُو َن

11) Allah speaks to Moses at the burning bush
27:9, 10 “O Moses! Verily I am Allah the
Exalted in Might the Wise! Throw down your
stick!”

وسى إِنَّ ُه أَنَا اللَّ ُه الْ َعزِي ُز الْ َح ِكي ُم
َ َيا ُم
َوأَلْقِ َع َصا َك

28:30, 31 “O Moses! Verily I am Allah the
Lord of the Worlds! Throw down your stick!”

ين
َ وسى إِنِّي أَنَا اللَّ ُه َر ُّب الْ َعالَ ِم
َ َيا ُم
َوأَ ْن أَلْقِ َع َصا َك

12) Allah instructs Moses about the leprous hand
20:22 “Now draw thy hand
close to thy side: it shall come
forth white without stain

27:12 “Now put thy hand into
thy bosom and it will come
forth white without stain

َواضْ ُم ْم َي َد َك إِلَى
ِ َج َن
احكَ َتخْ ُر ْج َب ْي َضاء
ِم ْن َغ ْي ِر ُسو ٍء

ََوأَ ْد ِخ ْل َي َد َك ِفي َج ْيبِك
َتخْ ُر ْج َب ْي َضاء ِم ْن َغ ْي ِر
ُسو ٍء

28:32 “Move thy hand into
thy bosom and it will come
forth white without stain

َْاسلُ ْك َي َد َك ِفي َج ْيبِك
َتخْ ُر ْج َب ْي َضاء ِم ْن َغ ْي ِر
ُسو ٍء

13) The sorcerers challenge Moses
7:115 They said: “O Moses! Wilt thou throw or
shall we be the throwers?”

20:65 They said: “O Moses! Wilt thou throw or
shall we be the first who throw?”

وسى إِ َّما أَن تُ ْل ِق َي َوإِ َّما أَن
َ َقالُواْ َيا ُم
ين
َ نَّ ُكو َن ن َْح ُن الْ ُم ْل ِق

وسى إِ َّما أَن تُ ْل ِق َي َوإِ َّما أَن
َ َقالُوا َيا ُم
نَّ ُكو َن أَ َّو َل َم ْن أَلْقَى

14) The sorcerers repent
7:120-122 But the sorcerers fell down prostrate
in adoring, they said: “We believe in the Lord
of the worlds. The Lord of Moses and Aaron.”

20:70 So the sorcerers fell down prostrate in
adoration: they said “We believe in the Lord of
Aaron and Moses.”

ِ الس َح َر ُة َس
اج ِد َين َقالُواْ آ َم َّنا
َّ َو ُٔالْ ِق َي
وسى َو َها ُرو َن
َ بِر ِِّب الْ َعالَ ِم
َ ين َر ِّب ُم

الس َح َر ُة ُس َّجدًا َقالُوا آ َم َّنا بِ َر ِّب
َّ َفأُلْ ِق َي
وسى
َ َها ُرو َن َو ُم

15) Pharoah’s threat to the sorcerers
7:123 Pharaoh said: “Believe ye in him before I
give you permission? Surely this is a trick
which ye have planned in the city to drive out
its people: but soon shall ye know (the
consequences).

َقا َل ِف ْر َع ْو ُن آ َمن ُتم بِ ِه َق ْب َل أَن آ َذ َن لَ ُك ْم
إِ َّن َهـ َذا لَ َم ْك ٌر َّم َك ْر ُت ُمو ُه ِفي الْ َم ِدي َن ِة
ف َت ْع َل ُمو َن
َ لِ ُتخْ ر ُِجواْ ِم ْن َها أَ ْه َل َها َف َس ْو

20:71 He said: “Believe ye on him before I give
you permission? Surely this must be your
leader who has taught you magic! Be sure I
will cut off your hands and feet on opposite
sides and I will have you crucified on trunks
of palm-trees:

َقا َل آ َمن ُت ْم لَ ُه َق ْب َل أَ ْن آ َذ َن لَ ُك ْم إِنَّ ُه
الس ْح َر
ِّ لَ َك ِب ُيركُ ُم الَّ ِذي َعلَّ َم ُك ُم
َف َلا ُٔ َق ِّط َع َّن أَ ْي ِد َي ُك ْم َوأَ ْر ُج َل ُكم ِّم ْن
ٍ ِخل
َاف َو َلا ُٔ َصلِّ َب َّن ُك ْم ِفي ُج ُذو ِع ال َّنخْ ِل

16) Allah’s instructions to Moses
26:52 “Then depart with My slaves. Surely,
you will be pursued.”

أَ ْن أَ ْس ِر بِ ِع َبا ِدي إِنَّ ُكم ُّم َّت َب ُعو َن

44:23 “And depart with My slaves by night.
Surely, you will be pursued.

َفأَ ْس ِر بِ ِع َبا ِدي لَ ْيلًا إِنَّ ُكم ُّم َّت َب ُعو َن

17) Instructions to the people of Israel
2:58 And remember We said: “Enter this town
and eat therein as ye wish plentifully ; but
enter the gate prostrating and say “Forgive
us” and We shall forgive you your faults and
increase (the portion of) those who do good.”

َوإِ ْذ قُ ْل َنا ا ْد ُخلُواْ َهـ ِذ ِه الْ َق ْر َي َة َف ُكلُواْ ِم ْن َها
اب
َ َح ْي ُث ِش ْئ ُت ْم َر َغداً َوا ْد ُخلُواْ الْ َب
ُس َّجداً َوقُولُواْ ِح َّط ٌة نَّ ْغ ِف ْر لَ ُك ْم
ين
َ َخ َطا َياكُ ْم َو َس َنزِي ُد الْ ُم ْح ِس ِن

7:161 And remember it was said to them:
“Dwell
in this town and eat therein as ye wish but say
“Forgive us” and enter the gate prostrating;
We shall forgive you your faults; We shall
increase (the portion of) those who do good.”

َْوإِ ْذ ِقي َل لَ ُه ُم ْاس ُك ُنواْ َهـ ِذ ِه الْ َق ْر َي َة َوكُلُوا
ِْم ْن َها َح ْي ُث ِش ْئ ُت ْم َوقُولُواْ ِح َّط ٌة َوا ْد ُخلُوا
اب ُس َّجدًا نَّ ْغ ِف ْر لَ ُك ْم َخ ِطي َئاتِ ُك ْم
َ ا ْل َب
ين
َ َس َنزِي ُد الْ ُم ْح ِس ِن

18) Saleh warns the people of Thamud
7:73 He said: “O my people!
Worship Allah; ye have no
other god but Him. Now
hath come unto you a clear
(sign) from your Lord! This
shecamel of Allah is a sign
unto you: so leave her to graze
in Allah's earth and touch her
not with harm lest a grievous
punishment seize you.

11:64 “And O my people!
This she-camel of Allah is a
sign to you: leave her to graze
on Allah's earth and touch her
not with harm lest a swift
Penalty seize you!

َو َيا َق ْو ِم َهـ ِذ ِه نَا َق ُة اللّ ِه
َقا َل َيا َق ْو ِم ا ْع ُبدُواْ اللّ َه َما
لَ ُكم ِّم ْن إِلَـ ٍه َغ ْي ُر ُه َق ْد
لَ ُك ْم آ َي ًة َف َذ ُرو َها َتأْكُ ْل
َجاء ْت ُكم َب ِّي َن ٌة ِّمن َّر ِّب ُك ْم
ض اللّ ِه َو َلا
ِ ِفي أَ ْر
َت َم ُّسو َها بِ ُسو ٍء َف َيأْ ُخ َذكُ ْم َهـ ِذ ِه نَا َق ُة اللّ ِه لَ ُك ْم آ َي ًة
ض
ِيب
ِ َف َذ ُرو َها َتأْكُ ْل ِفي أَ ْر
ٌ اب َقر
ٌ َع َذ
اللّ ِه َولا َ َت َم ُّسو َها بِ ُس َو ٍء
ْ
اب أَلِي ٌم
ٌ َف َيأ ُخ َذكُ ْم َع َذ

26:155, 156 He said: “This
shecamel has a right of
watering and ye have a right
of watering on a day
appointed. Touch her not with
harm lest the Penalty of a
Great Day seize you.”

َقا َل َه ِذ ِه نَا َق ٌة لَّ َها ِش ْر ٌب
َولَ ُك ْم ِش ْر ُب َي ْو ٍم َّم ْعلُو ٍم
َو َلا َت َم ُّسو َها بِ ُسو ٍء
ْ
اب َي ْو ٍم
ُ َف َيأ ُخ َذكُ ْم َع َذ
َع ِظي ٍم

19) Zakariya speaks to the angel
3:40 He said: “O my lord! How shall I have a
son, seeing I am very old, and my wife is
barren?”

19:8 “He said: “O my lord! How shall I have a
son when my wife is barren and I have grown
decrepit from old age?”

َقا َل َر ِّب أَنَّى َي ُكو ُن لِي ُغلَا ٌم َو َكان َِت َقا َل َر ِّب أَن ََّى َي ُكو ُن لِي ُغلا َ ٌم َو َق ْد
ا ْم َرأَتِي َعاقِ ًرا َو َق ْد َب َلغ ُْت ِم َن الْ ِك َب ِر ِع ِت ًّيا َب َل َغ ِن َي الْ ِك َب ُر َوا ْم َرأَتِي َعا ِق ٌر

20) The angel speaks to Zakariya
3:41 He said: “Your sign will be that thou will
speak to no man for three days, except with
signals.

اس ثَلا َ َث َة أَ َّيا ٍم
َ َقا َل آ َي ُتكَ أَلا َّ تُ َكلِّ َم ال َّن
إِلا َّ َر ْم ًزا

19:10 He said: “Your sign will be that thou will
speak to no man for three nights although
having no bodily defect.”

َ اس َثل
َاث لَ َي ٍال
َ َقا َل آ َي ُتكَ أَ َّلا تُ َكلِّ َم ال َّن
َس ِو ًّيا

21) Mary's question at the annunciation of the birth of Jesus
3:47 She said: “O my Lord! How shall I have a
son (walad) when no man hath touched me?”

َقالَ ْت َر ِّب أَنَّى َي ُكو ُن لِي َولَ ٌد َولَ ْم
َي ْم َس ْس ِني َبشَ ٌر

19:20 She said: “How shall I have a son
(ghulam) when no man hath touched me?”

َقالَ ْت أَنَّى َي ُكو ُن لِي ُغلَا ٌم َولَ ْم
َي ْم َس ْس ِني َبشَ ٌر

22) Allah instructs Muhammad about what to say to the pagans in Mecca
35:40 Say: “Have you seen your partner-idols
that you invoke besides Allah? Show me what
they have created of the earth. Or have they a
share in the heavens? Or have We given them
a Book, so that they act on clear proof from
it? Nay, the wrongdoers promise each
another only delusions.”

46:4 Say: “Have you seen what you invoke
besides Allah? Show me what have they created
of the earth. Or have they a share in the
heavens? Bring me a Book from before this,
or a trace of knowledge, if you are truthful!”

ِ قُ ْل أَ َرأَ ْي ُتم َّما َت ْد ُعو َن ِمن ُد
قُ ْل أَ َرأَ ْي ُت ْم شُ َركَاءكُ ُم الَّ ِذ َين َت ْد ُعو َن ِمن
ون اللَّ ِه
ِ ض أَ ْم لَ ُه ْم ُد
ض
ِ ون اللَّ ِه أَ ُرونِي َما َذا َخ َلقُوا ِم َن ا ْلا َٔ ْر
ِ أَ ُرونِي َما َذا َخ َلقُوا ِم َن ا ْلا َٔ ْر
ِ الس َما َو
ِ الس َم َاو
ٍ ات اِئْ ُتونِي بِ ِك َت
ات أَ ْم آ َت ْي َنا ُه ْم
َّ اب ِّمن أَ ْم لَ ُه ْم ِش ْر ٌك ِفي
َّ ِش ْر ٌك ِفي
ِك َتا ًبا َف ُه ْم َع َلى َب ِّي َن ٍة ِّم ْن ُه َب ْل إِن َي ِع ُد
َق ْب ِل َه َذا أَ ْو أَثَا َر ٍة ِّم ْن ِع ْل ٍم إِن كُن ُت ْم
ال َّظالِ ُمو َن َب ْع ُض ُهم َب ْع ًضا إِ َّلا ُغ ُرو ًرا
ين
َ َصا ِد ِق

